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In a clear signal of intolerance against corruption, a senior civil servant has been suspended 

for fraud following personal intervention by Premier Magashule. 

 

 
Rooting out corruption .. Premier Ace Magashule ordered the investigation 

 

A senior official from the Free State Department of Cooperative Governance, Human Settlements and 

Traditional Affairs (Cogta) has been suspended after he fraudulently used the letterhead of Premier 

Ace Magashule’s office in a multimillion rand scam involving a Chinese businessman. 

 

Themba “Maboda” Charlie, who is a municipal advisor at the Department of Human Settlements, 

together with businessmen Zahlakoane Porota and Petrus Thengimfene, were released on R25 000 

bail last Friday for soliciting hundreds of thousands of rands from a Chinese businessman, Harry 

Yuang, in exchange for a non-existent R24-million contract to install solar system units in Botshabelo. 
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Not Real McCoy … The fake contract.  

 

Following Magashule’s call for prosecution in the case, the trio were arrested on January 30 after a 

police sting operation set up with Yuang’s assistance. They were charged with theft, fraud, and 

extortion, and will appear in court on April 26. 

 

The Weekly can reveal that Charlie used the official letterhead of the Office of the Premier to solicit 

bribes amounting to more than R250 000 from Yuang. During the sophisticated make-believe scam, 

Charlie and his co-accused used the letterhead to draw up a fraudulent appointment letter and 

contract worth R24-million to install 5 000 solar system units in the Bloemfontein and Botshabelo 

areas. 

 

The Weekly reported in June 2011 that Magashule had ordered criminal charges be lodged against 

those involved in the scam and the scheme be investigated by the Specialised Commercial Crime 

Unit. During his State of the Province Address last week, he announced that more arrests will be 

effected in this case. 

 

The letter and contract were signed by Charlie, who used the alias Michael Dube (Chief Director – 

Special Programmes), Chief Financial Officer Pillay Naidoo, and Yuang on behalf of East Star 

Properties – a non-existent company. There is no Pillay Naidoo employed in the Premier’s Office. 

 

The fraudulent appointment letter stated that the Department of the Premier “accepts your quotation 

for the installation of solar system to five thousand (5 000) units as stated in the quotation to the value 

of twenty four million rand (R24 000 000)”. 

 

The letter goes on to say the contract is awarded on condition that Yuang pays an advance payment 

of 22 percent, amounting to more than R5-million, within five working days. It also states that the 

project will be funded from provincial grant allocations and validation will be done in writing by the 

department 

 



 
 

Following the “conclusion” of the deal, Charlie and his accused met with Yuang at several venues 

including banks, retail stores, and hotels to collect the alleged bribes totalling R260 000. Police 

sources involved in the investigation confirmed the following incidents where Charlie allegedly 

collected funds from Yuang: 

 

 On January 17 2012, Charlie collected R50 000 from Yuang at the Protea Hotel 

 On January 18, he collected R50 000, again at the Protea Hotel 

 On January 19, he collected R40 00 from Yuang’s business premises 

 Two days later, he collected R60 00 from Yuang at the Protea Hotel 

 On January 23, Yuang gave Charlie R40 000 next to FNB in the city centre 

 The last payment of R20 000 Yuang made to Charlie was on January 25 next to the Jetmart 

store. 

 

Yuang told the police that the following day, January 26, he was approached by a fake white cop who 

called himself “Sammy” who told him he had arrested Charlie and his co-accused. 

 

He told Yuang to pay him R10 000 if he did not want to be arrested. He paid the money. 

The same day, Charlie told Yuang he would bring a senior police official who would “deal” with 

Sammy and quash the case. 

 

Yuang decided to alert the police and a trap was set to arrest Charlie and his friends. Charlie reported 

to work this week and was immediately served with a suspension letter.The spokesperson for Cogta, 

Senne Bogatsu, confirmed the suspension of the official. 

 

“Criminal charges have been laid by the Office of the Premier. The official has been effectively 

suspended as a precautionary measure. 

 

Internally, the investigation will focus on the complaint from the Department of the Premier on the 

alleged corrupt activities of the said official.” 

 
[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 


